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• Pirate Party Germany („Pirates“): founded in 
September 2006 in Berlin 

• general agreement with the Swedish Piratpartiet 

• part of the international movement of pirate 
parties and a member of the Pirate Party 
International 

• name refers to the term “internet piracy"  
used by the music industry  
( “The Pirate Bay”) 
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• Germany: 16 organizations in every federal state 

• AGs (working groups for a special topic, e.g., 
 environment policy) and  
SGs (service group for a special duty, e.g., public 
 relations, design, surveys) 

• Pirate Party International:  
to help establish, to support and promote, and to 
maintain communication and co-operation between 
pirate parties around the world (since 2010) 

• Young Pirates Germany  
(German: Junge Piraten, JuPis) youth organization of 
the Pirate Party of Germany (since 2009) 
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Pirate Party. (2013, July 4). In Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Retrieved 18:01, August 4, 2013, from 
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pirate_Party&oldid=562840348 
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• since 2011 45 seats in four state 
parliaments  
(Berlin, North Rhine-Westphalia, 
Saarland and Schleswig-Holstein) 

 

• about 202 seats in city and 
county councils (almost 
everywhere in Germany) 
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• results of the 2009 
European 
Parliament election 

• high results in city 
states 

 

• 2 seats in European 
Parliament  
(Swedish Pirate 
Party members) 

Pirate Party Germany. (2013, June 26). In Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Retrieved 15:19, August 1, 2013, from 
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pirate_Party_Germany&oldid=561680080 
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• membership development: Pirate Party 
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• membership development: comparison 
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„Liste der politischen Parteien in Deutschland“. In: Wikipedia, Die freie Enzyklopädie. Retrieved 19:16, August 1, 2013 from 
http://de.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Liste_der_politischen_Parteien_in_Deutschland&oldid=120995192  
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10 
tag cloud: visual representation for text data of the written program 
of the Pirate Party Germany in 2013 (German federal election) 



• focus on freedom on the internet and the fight 
against government regulations of this sphere 

• social-liberal party fighting for keeping and 
extending civil rights 
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network policy 
as core 
identity  

(“Kernis”) 

spreading the idea of 
saving civil rights in every 

topic and area  
(“Vollis”) 



Uppsala Declaration (2009) 

• declaration of international Pirate Parties for the 
upcoming election of the European Parliament  

• central issues: 
– reform of copyright  

(reduction of the duration of copyright protections, 
banning of DRM technologies) 

– reform of patent law  
(patents on seeds, genes and software should not be 
allowed) 

– strengthening civil rights  
(transparent government, expansion of the right to 
anonymity in communication) 

12 DRM = Digital Rights Management  
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PRISM 
• “Mass electronic surveillance data mining program operated by 

the United States National Security Agency (NSA) since 2007.” 
(Gellman & Poitras, 2013) 

• started under the Bush Administration; to protect America  

• Wolfgang Schmidt, former lieutenant colonel with the Stasi:  
"It is the height of naïveté to think that once collected this 
information won't be used. This is the nature of secret 
government organizations. The only way to protect the people's 
privacy is not to allow the government to collect their 
information in the first place.“ 

14 Stasi: The Ministry for State Security (German: Ministerium für Staatssicherheit, MfS) 
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domestic policy 

• sustainable 
environ-
mental policy  

• Integration of 
migrants 

health policy 

• legalization of 
various drugs 

social policy 

• unconditional 
basic income 

• equal treat-
ment of every 
partnership 

transparency 

• in politics and 
economy 

• protection of 
whistle-
blowers 

education and science 

• free access to 
educational 
institutions and  
teaching material 

• open access to all 
research results 

copyright, patents 

• reformation of 
copyright 

• legalization of file 
sharing and private 
copies 

• free knowledge 
exchange 

civil rights 

• against data 
retention and 
internet filters 

• no video 
surveillance of 
public spaces  



• “political compass” 
with 62 questions 
concerning political 
opinion 

• mostly: social-liberal 
orientation 

• average: -5.67, -4.8 
(10/-10 point scale) 

left right 

authoritarian  

libertarian 

Lang, A. (2013) : Piratenkompass. Retrieved August 5, 2013 from http://adrianlang.de/piratenkompass/. 
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left, right: economic freedom 
libertarian, authoritarian: personal freedom 



• a form of government in which all eligible citizens 
participate equally—either directly or through elected 
representatives—in the proposal, development, and 
creation of laws 

• characteristics: 

– political pluralism  ̶   equality before the law 

– civil liberties   ̶   human rights… 

• different forms of democracy: 

– representative 

– participatory  

– direct (inner-party: “Basisdemokratie”) 
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how it works 

• every relevant decision is made through direct participation 

• leaders of the pirate party are only “organizers” instead of 
“politicians” 

• ideal: topics are more important than politicians 

criticism 

• constantly changing “organizers”  lack of reference persons 
(esp. for media) 

• opinion leadership 

• elite with time and money 

• less protection of opinion minorities 

 

”
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inner-party communication 

• wiki: web application, which allows people to add, modify, or 
delete content in collaboration with others 

• (ether)pad : a web-based collaborative real-time editor, 
allowing authors to simultaneously edit a text document 

• mailing lists/forums: widespread distribution of information 
to many Internet users and discussion of topics via e-mail 

• Mumble:  voice conference software (similar to Skype) 

• Twitter 

• … 
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inner-party communication 

• wiki: web application, which allows people to add, modify, or 
delete content in collaboration with others 

23 



inner-party communication 

• (ether)pad : a web-based collaborative real-time editor, 
allowing authors to simultaneously edit a text document 
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inner-party communication 

• mailing lists/forums: widespread distribution of information 
to many Internet users and discussion of topics via e-mail 
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inner-party communication 

• Mumble: voice conference software 
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inner-party voting 

• party conferences: two times a year (from the whole 
country); conferences in different subdivisions (at least once a 
year to elect leaders) 

• de-central party conferences: same conference in different 
places connected through internet-stream (ability to discuss 
and vote) 

• LiquidFeedback 

• SMV 

• …. 
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• for submitting, discussing and voting of initiatives 

• goal: initiatives with support by the majority of the members  
(  program points)  

• ideal: implementation of Liquid Democracy 

– voters could vote on their own or give their vote to other 
voters every time they want to (delegations) 

 

• decisions are nonbinding to any instance of the pirate party 

• new approach: SMV (permanent general assembly, German: 
ständige Mitgliederversammlung)  
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• since August 2010 for all members of the Pirate 
Party Germany (nationwide and in some federal 
divisions) 

• at the moment nationwide (2013|08|02) 

– 3.498 topics 

– 6.408 initiatives 

– 11.330  suggestions 

– 9.954 members (about 31,4 percent of all pirates in Germany) 

– 2.442 active members (about 7,7 percent of all pirates in Germany) 
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• 4 phases 

– new issue  is it interesting?  

– discussion: writing suggestions 

– frozen: end of discussion, no changes possible 

new discussion frozen voting 

first 
quorum 
(topic) 

 

second 
quorum 

(initiative) 
 30 



• influence hierarchies: 

1. vote for yourself 

2. delegation of a issue (e.g., „free 
consumption of marihuana“) 

3. delegation of a subject area (e.g., 
„drug politics“) 

4.  global delegation (for everything) 
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• example: “position on youth protection on the internet“ 

 

”

Streetdogg (2011): The Tale of Liquid Feedback 
Retrieved August 5, 2013 from 
http://streetdogg.wordpress.com/2011/04/22/t
he-tale-of-liquid-feedback/ 

32 

global delegation 

subject area delegation 

issue delegation 



• challenge of e-votings:  

– preserving secrecy of the ballot and  

– traceability and  

– incorruptibility of the election at the same time 

 

 e.g., e-voting is only verifiable by surrendering 
the secrecy of voting 
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• founded by Pirates, free for every citizen of Erfurt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

lqfb.liquid-erfurt.org 

 

Chances Problems 

• delegations 

• confirmability 

• making suggestions 

• making new initiatives 

• different issues 

• delegations 

• you need to use your real name 

• not barrier free 

• programming/software 
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• one-topic party 

• new party, less experience in “real politics” 

• “gender problems” 

• inner-party conflicts discussed through media 

• it‘s only a trend-party 

• too “left-wing” but no delimitation against 
racism, sexism, anti-semitism 

• no real “Basisdemokratie” 

• the name 

36 



• Gellman, Barton; Poitras, Laura (June 6, 2013). "US Intelligence Mining 
Data from Nine U.S. Internet Companies in Broad Secret Program". The 
Washington Post. Retrieved June 15, 2013. 

• Streetdogg (2011): The Tale of Liquid Feedback. Retrieved August 5, 2013 
from http://streetdogg.wordpress.com/2011/04/22/the-tale-of-liquid-
feedback/ 
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• p. 1: https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/-bll-i-
c8IAo/UfWaIqIQYiI/AAAAAAAAA6Q/1AzGoDdtuWw/Ich_hab_was_gegen_Filz_Vor
schau.JPG (05.08.2013). 

• p. 2: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Piratpartiet.svg (05.08.2013). 
• p. 3: https://netzpolitik.org/wp-upload/tpb.png (05.08.2013). 
• p. 5: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Global_atlas_of_identified_Pirate_Parties.svg 
(05.08.2013). 

• p. 6: http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Piratenpartei_Landtage.svg 
(05.08.2013). 

• p. 7:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Piraten_de_ew_2009.svg (05.08.2013). 
• p. 8: http://cafedigital.de/wordpress/uploads/2009/05/zensursula-231x300.png 

(05.08.2013). 
• p. 14: http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-

images/Guardian/Pix/pictures/2013/6/8/1370710424658/new-prism-slide-001.jpg 
(05.08.2013).  

• p. 21: http://vinipsmaker.files.wordpress.com/2012/09/the_internet_it_crowd.gif 
(05.08.2013). 

• p. 34: https://liquid-erfurt.org/img/logo.png (05.08.2013). 
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